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~ I I 1· ~ it'=Jill 
in Grace and Miguel Ortiz's 
new Mediterranean-style 
home in Hillsboroumi, 
Califomia.i-. was finished, 
architect olair Barry bet 
the couple they would 
never run out of storage. 

Given 1he size or the room- .. bigger than a two•air garage," 
Barry says-it seemed like a safe bet. Not so. "l just bought 
one of those deli-style meat- and cheese-slicing macl\ines," 
Grace says, laughing, "and had to put it in d1e gamge:' 

A culinary school gmduatc, Groce often m.1k<$ feasts for 
3()..60 guests at a time. She has an appe1i1e for appliances 
rivaled only br het recipe repertoire. Her kitchen includes a 
built-in free-1.e.r and a refrigerator. an addition.ii built-in 
refrigerator-fr\."C"t.er, a microwave oven, a w·JII oven. two dish• 
washers. a trash comp.ictor, and a French rJnge. 

"rt's phenomenal the amount or food she brings to the 
table," Sl.ly.s Barry, who colkd.>0rutOO on the project with 
kitchen dcsig11ets Elaine Hall Murra)' and Christine Lope7 .. 

"She actually uses all those appliances, nll those ,,·ork 
surfaces, and all that ston'lge all of tlte time. \>\'hat she 
wanlcd \\'a$ the equi"alent of a restaurant kitchen." 

TOPAIGHT Windows In the 
One that didn't look institutional. ''Neithel' Miguel nor J wanled an industrial-looking, 

high-tech ki1chcn; Grace says."\ Ve wamed it to look wam1 and friendly bc01use we knew 
curved wall givo • panoramfc i1 would be where aJJ of our fumily and friends would gather." Pot racks, open sheJves, and 
viaw and complcn1ont othor 
window, In tho nowly built 

homo top /eh. MJtN£. mGHT 

Tho 10~13-foor threo-tlor 

island hat a prop tlnk, o 
dlthwashor, ond ttorago. 

utensil hooks were rejected in favor of closcd-<loor stor3ge. Wann maple cabinets and ook 
Aooring balance cool stainles.~-steel backsplashes and granite counterlOps. 

To suit Grace•s height- bareJy 5 feet 2 inchcs--kc.y coun1cr1op sections were installed 
at a lower•than-typic.al 34 inches. "Lower countcrtops teally help gi\'t me some le\'erage 
when rm rolling out pastry dough or chopping ,·egct.able.s," Grace S3)'S. "But they really 
don't seem to be ;,1n impediment 10 tallet friends who cook with me." 
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___ \Y.ru~couode~Jlll __________ , 
A generous semicir(ular cooking 1.one is defined by 

the island on one side and a sweeping arc of cabinets and 
window'S Ol'l 1he 01hcr. "The curved cabinets and the ba)' 
window soften tl1e contoul'S of the ki1che1i:' Barry S:l)'S.. 

"The l.1rgc ov;il soffit above the island does the same thing, 
keeping the ceiling from being a relentless R::u surfucc." 
Two large undermomu s.1ainJess.s1ecl sinks, c..ich a foot 
deep, cater to Grnce's high.volume cooki1\g and high· 
spttd dea11up. "\>\~1en I make stock, I use these huge pots, 
and I need sinks l-arge enough 10 move them around int 
she soys. ''One is for washing. and the other is for rinsing." 
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• Shaped like a wine goblet, an 
iSland w,tn an attadled breakfast 
!able helps define the prlma,y 
semicircular cooking area. 
• A built-In refrigerator pa,rs with a 
built-In freezer to anchor one end 
or the ma,n coofong corridor. While 
a wall oven occupies the otner. 
• Tile island's sink and d\Sllwasher 
race a coffee bar and refrigeratOf· 
freezer. ronn,ng a mini k1tchefl. 
• A bar In the a<ljacent !amity 
room lets gueslS get beverages 
without entering Ille kitchen. 

------------------------------· 

Although the kitchen ,vJs desig1ied primarily for 
Grace, Miguel has his own mini kitchen on one side of the 
island. lt includes a refrigerator, microwa,-e oven, and 
espresso machine, along with storage for coffee cups and 
condiments. The island's vegetable sink and dishwasher 
are just two steps away. "The objective there ,,r,is to keep his 

OPflOSIIE To make cooking oasiar for 

S·foo1·2·1nch Grnce. rnnce-sfdo counter$ 

are 34 Inches high lnstei,d of 36 lnchcs. 

ABO'VE L£FT:Miguel samples Grace's h1tost 
c~tion. F'or baking. sho prafors tho 

bulll·ln oloctric wall oven rather than tho 

ran go ovens. ASal/E RIGHT· A refrigerator. 
microwave oven, and osprosso machine 

comprtse a mini kitchen for Miguel. 
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movements in the kitdten as minimal as possible," Gmce 
S3)'S. ''I nm all O\'Cr the kitchen when I'm cooking, but he doesn't htwe to move more than a 
fool or two." Along with 1hc JOx13.foot island, Miguel's kitcheneuc offers work space for 
guest chefs. leaving the main cooking 1.0ne free for Grace. 

Standing at her French range, Grace cm maintain contact with guests and sptttators as 
she cooks. "Gmn1ed1 it's :,1 large kitchen;' she says. "But we ha,•e lots of refotives and a large 
circle of friends., and I cook for brge numbers of people all II~ time. I'm pas:siona1e al>ou1 
cooking. So fur, the kitchen has met every challenge-except for the deli slicer." 1ta1 

Writfm by Midiad 1\Ufsll. I>J1omg_mpl1tr: J,ay Gmlwm. field t'dimr. Carin Howard. 

<E'sfimt;:> F'or infom1ation about professional-grade 
t~0 .appliances. soo www.bhg.com/slpprofosslonal. 
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